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Purpose: This study aimed to clarify and define the concept of clinical belongingness among nursing students by
identifying its essential attributes using a Hybrid Model approach. Methods: Schwartz-Barcott and Kim’s Hybrid
Model was applied across the theoretical, fieldwork, and final analytic phases. In the theoretical phase, twenty
relevant studies published between 2007 and 2023 were reviewed. In the fieldwork phase, in-depth interviews were
conducted with ten fourth-year nursing students who had completed more than 12 weeks of clinical practice. Data
were analyzed using inductive content analysis to extract experiential attributes. Results: Clinical belongingness
emerged as a multidimensional concept characterized by four core attributes: relational acceptance and bonding,
respectful educational support, organizational participation and inclusion, and psychological safety. These
attributes reflect students’ experiences of being welcomed and valued, receiving constructive guidance, engaging
meaningfully in clinical activities, and feeling emotionally safe within the clinical environment. Conclusion: This
study provides an integrated and culturally grounded conceptual definition of clinical belongingness. The findings
offer foundational guidance for developing measurement tools and educational strategies that aim to enhance
nursing students’ clinical learning experiences and support their professional socialization.
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a
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]
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Records excluded by title and abstract review
(N=117)
o
UE Full-test articles assessed for eligibility
= (n=53)
‘3' Full-text articles excluded for not
Meeting the selection criteria
- Irrelevant context or population (n=11)
- Limited conceptual focus on

=i belongingness (n = 10)

o - Instrument validation (n = 6)

g_ Studies included in qualitative synthesis (N = 20) - Context-specific or low conceptual
e relevance (n = 6)

Figure 1. Flow diagram of the literature screening process.
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Table 1. Interview Guide for the Filed Work Phase

Number Main questions Probing questions

1 Could you describe the » What do you think "belongingness" means as a student?

"belongingness" you experienced » Could you explain your experience more specifically based on your own
during your clinical practice? clinical practice?

2 In what situations did you feel » What specific behaviors or words do you remember from that moment?
"belongingness" during clinical » How did people around you (preceptors, peers, patients) respond?
practice? » Have you ever experienced a situation where you did not feel a sense of

belonging?

3 If you felt a sense of belonging » When did that feeling become the strongest?
during the practice, why do you  What factors (people, environment, atmosphere, etc.) do you think
think you felt that way? influenced that feeling?

+ How did the belonging influence your learning attitude or confidence?
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Theoretical phase Filedwork phase

Final analytic phase

Contents

Acceptance Relational bonding

Respect and trust Educational support

and respect support

Social integration Participation and

Inclusion participation and
inclusion
Emotional support  Psychological safety Psychological safety and

and respect

Relational acceptance
and bonding

Respectful educational

Organizational

emotional support

A student's experience of receiving attention and
understanding from preceptors or nurses in the
clinical setting, being recognized as a valued
individual, and feeling relationally connected.

A student's experience of having their opinions
respected, being provided with learning
opportunities, and being recognized as a learner
through feedback and encouragement.

A student's experience of participating in actual
nursing activities, being recognized as a member
of the team, and becoming integrated through
mutual collaboration.

A process in which a student receives support and
protection from preceptors and nurses,
experiences psychological stability, and grows
within a safe learning environment.
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Supplementary material 1. Databases and Search Strategies Used to Identify Studies

Data base Search strategy Number of articles

PubMed ("belongingness" [Title/ Abstract] OR "sense of belonging" [Title/ Abstract]) AND 92
("nursing student" [Title/ Abstract] OR "nursing students" [Title/ Abstract] OR "student
nurse" [Title/ Abstract])

Web of science  ("belongingness" OR "sense of belonging") AND ('nursing student" OR "nursing students" 10
OR "student nurse")

CINAHL ("belongingness" OR "sense of belonging") AND ("nursing student" OR "nursing students" 110
OR "student nurse")

RIS (M%r4:47F OR 2471 AND ({5 thstg OR 2+33H4) 4

DBpia (AE4457OR 247 AND (7S digh4 OR 7H58H4y) 3

KISS (Mgs447 OR £47H) AND (ZHETH5H4 OR 7H5:5H4) 2

CINAHL=Cumulative index to nursing and allied health literature; KISS=Korean studies information service system; RISS=Research
information sharing service.
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